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The WWA Wakeboard World Championships 2018 will be held
soon. They will be the first hosted in Asia as well as the 30th
anniversary of the competition. | would like to express a warm
welcome to all the athletes and people involved to Tokushima
Prefecture.

The Yoshino River, the venue for the championships, is the
largest river in Shikoku. It has supported the cultivation of
various agricultural products, industries and cultures for a long
time. It is now called a mecca for water sports due to its great
breadth, volume and quality of water as well as the incredibly
varied topography around it. | am particularly delighted to have
the opportunity for all you top world athletes and wakeboard
lovers to experience its charms by hosting this international
competition which follows up on the WWA Asian Wake Series
2017 and the WWA Asian Wakeboard Championships 2016 at
Ikeda Lake in Miyoshi City.

In addition, the Nishi-Awa Area in western Tokushima, was
designated as a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage System
(GIAHS) last March in recognition of its unique agricultural
methods, known as Nishi-Awa Steep Slope Land Agriculture

System, which has been passed down for generations in the

Tsurugi mountain range for 400 years. The certificate was
Jjust awarded in the international forum of FAO (Food and
Agricultural Organization of the United Nations) on April 19th
this year in Rome, [taly.

Moreover, we successfully hosted the World Rafting
Championships last year and are promoting efforts to attract
international teams for pre-game training camps for the
2019 Rugby World Cup and the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and
Paralympics. Also, the 2021 Kansai World Masters Games,
a worldwide life-long sports competition, will hold games in
various locations in the Kansai region, including Tokushima
Prefecture. In all, Tokushima will be the venue of world
championships and training camps for five consecutive years
and is attracting worldwide attention as reflected by its recent
GIAHS designation.

Being held under these circumstances, this event is
considered an important opportunity for sports promotion
and local revitalization. | wish you the best of success in the
competition. Simultaneously, | would appreciate it if you could
enjoy the diverse charms of the Nishi-Awa Area of Tokushima.
From the beautiful village scenery which is considered unique
to Japan, to the food culture made with traditional ingredients,
to the spirit of hospitality from the locals, known as omotenashi
in Japanese.

Lastly, | would like to express my appreciation to all those
who will provide their enormous support and cooperation for
this event and also to wish all of the athletes good luck and
further prosperity.
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As the mayor of Miyoshi City, | would like to make a
few remarks on the occasion of the WWA Wakeboard
World Championships 2018. It is a great pleasure to
host the 30th anniversary of this competition. The WWA
Wakeboard World Championships are recognized as
the most prestigious and oldest competition which has
contributed greatly to making wakeboard an inspirational
water sport for approximately 30 million people. This is
also the first time for these championships to be held in
Asia.

Miyoshi City has a population of approximately 27,000
people and a total area of 722 square kilometers. It
is the largest sub-prefecture administrative region in
Shikoku. The city is mostly covered with mountains and
rivers and is blessed with a richness of nature. It is filled
with prominent tourist destinations such as the Oboke
and Koboke Gorges (designated as a national special
place of scenic beauty as well as a natural monument),
the lya Valley vine bridges and unique Japanese scenery
called the “Shangri-La in lya”. The lya Valley was recently
listed as one of “The 50 Best Places to Travel in 2018”
in the well-known American travel magazine Travel +
Leisure.

Furthermore, the Yoshino Basin in Miyoshi City has
several unique features. Not only does it have multiple
scenic spots, but it is also suitable for various water
sports which require different topographical conditions.
Upstream it has a rapid section for rafting. Downstream
the flat water is perfect for wakeboarding. It is a rarity
in the world for a single basin to contain both features.
By utilizing such wonderful nature and hosting two
world competitions, the World Rafting Championships
last year and this event, we have demonstrated our
attractiveness to the world. Henceforth, we are planning
to create a unique city to serve as a paradise for water
sports. By making use of the surrounding nature and
our waterfront for experience-based tourism, we can
achieve the goal of making Miyoshi City a mecca for
water sports.

Last but not least, | would like to heartily thank

all those who will give their considerable support
and cooperation to the WWA Wakeboard World
Championships 2018. | wish you continued success and
good health.
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The WWA, and our partners welcome everyone
to the 2018 Nautique WWA Wakeboard World
Championships. This event represents the beginning
of our 30 year celebration of wake sports. This
experience also provides a wonderful opportunity
for the world to experience the amazing traditions
and customs of what | like to call “real” Japan. Said
WWA President, Shannon Starling. Not only do we
have the chance to watch the best riders in the
world from over 30 countries work to claim the
coveted WWA Wakeboard World Champion title but
we also have a chance to walk the path of the ancient
samurai, participate in the customary Awa dance and
experience culinary traditions of the locals.
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When 2016 WWA Asian world championship took place
at Miyoshi city, | decided to move to this place since | was
fascinated by the waterside and the beautiful nature. |
wondered why this wonderful nature is not being made use of,
and citizens are not aware of its potential that it may be a place
for fun events or nurturing kids or regional revitalization. As
we have seen hundreds of watersides, we simply felt “why” and
“Mottainai(why would waste ? in Japanese)” for the fact that
this world class environment is not being used.

2020 Tokyo Olympics, creating tourism destinations policy,
establishment of Japan Sports Agency, promotion of sports
tourism, and Kokutai(which is national sports competition, and
literal meaning in Japanese is national competition of physical
education) is now changed to Kokumin Sports Taikai(which is
national sports competition), all these move mean that Japanese
government has just started considering sports as touristic
resources, not like before when they were considering sports as
education.

The government is aiming for 40 million tourists in 2020, 60

million in 2030. So, for regional revitalization, it is so important
to get them attracted to their regions. It may sound complicated
and sophisticated, when | say inbound can benefit to regional
revitalization, but simply put, what | am trying to say is “Make
money out of what you like”
Isn’t it a little bit hard for Japanese who work for working to
entertain Westerners who work and earn money to have fun?
| guess it is. Therefore | am sure that we have to abandon the
old way of thinking, and start creating new ideas, to succeed
regional revitalization,

[ would like to thank Miyoshi city to have given me the life time
mission which is to revitalize a region with the water sports
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Advisor of WWA world championships 2018

The president of all party
parliamentary group for watersports
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| am very pleased that WWA wakeboard world championship
2018 is taking place, so | really appreciate that the president of
WWA, Shannon Starling chose Miyoshi city as the site for 30
years anniversary WWA world wakeboard championship which
is an honorable competition with rich history, though he had
many more candidate places.
| also have to appreciate that The governor, Kamon lzumi
also the president of the committee, and the mayor also the
executive chairperson of the comittee, Seichi Kurokawa, and
those who involved to make this championship happen

Japanese government is aiming for 40 million inbound at 2020
Tokyo Olympics. Recently tourists are visiting not only in big
cities like Tokyo or Osaka, but to other touristic places in Japan.
Since Japan has four seasons and redundant natural resources
to enjoy outdoor sports everywhere, for the Olympics, we are
focusing on outdoor sports to attract tourists.
If you live there and take it for granted, you hardly notice how
wonderful the culture and nature of where you live, however,
once you recognize it, you can create new touristic resources in
conjunction with the sports.
In this sense, Miyoshi city has the huge potential to be top
outdoor sports destination in Japan, since there are both nature
and culture.

| am impressed by the idea that ‘there is a path to realize
regional revitalization with the power of water sports’ suggested
by Katsuhiko Susukida who moved to Tokushima to make
this championship happen.To support the idea, | established
an all-party parliamentary group for water sports. We will be
supporting Miysohi’s regional revitalization with watersports.

| hope all of you who came to see the championship be
impressed by the dynamic tricks of top riders and enjoy Miyoshi
as the water sports city,as much as possible.

BEEYPZFH . BELE BOREROERICONSHMBERLET,

RRICCKRCBMENL2TORFNPHEO ML —Z VT DRE
ETRICRESNGCEZBMHIT DL LD IEARRDBZERZ L
MOBREEWLLET,

| would like to congratulate that WWA world wakeboard
championship is held here in Miyoshi city, Tokushima.

Since wakeboard needs still water, we can play only in limited
places. However, near this lkeda lake, there are enough water
running and surrounded by the mountains, therefore | would
say this site is the world class site.

Japanese sports agency is now promoting “Sports tourism” by

focusing on “Outdoor sports” with the regional resources. This
Miyoshi city can be the leading example of this project, since
they are using a dam lake.
Not only pro riders but also ‘lkeda eleven” which is a group
of local kids are competing in this championship. Kids can
revitalize the region, Plus, this competition may open up their
minds to the world, and they would be the ones who will be
giving the hopes and dreams to this community.

In the end, | would like to thank Tokushima Prefecture, Miyoshi
city, sponsors and all the organizations involved that worked so
hard to make it happen. | hope all riders do their best, and this
competition ends with success.
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2018 WWA Wakeboard World Series Rankings Men and Women

Pro Men

N)— - JVTx—R aY—-Fxty A=HY - 14—l =t AN
n Harley Clifford E Cory Teunissen n Meagan Ethell E Nicola Butler
i

Nickname:
Birthday: 09/29/1997

Nickname:
Birthday: 5/16/1992

Nickname:
Birthday: 02/01/1997

Country: AUS Country: AUS Country: USA Country: USA
Hometown: Redland Bay, QLD Hometown: Brisbane, Australia Hometown: Channahon, IL Hometown: Cape Town, South
Africa

E e n =953 E ¥5 . n 52 - 75147~
Tony lacconi Nic Rapa Zahra Kell Dallas Friday

Nickname: The Wolf of 5 Nickname: Nickname: Nickname:

Wakeboarding Birthday: 07/24/1997 Birthday: Birthday: 09/06/1986

Birthday: 11/13/1996 Country: AUS Country: Country: USA

Country: AUS Hometown: Hawkesbury, NSW Hometown: Hometown: Orlando, FL

Hometown: Newcastle, Australia
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Shota Tezuka Cobe France Jamie Lopina Bec Gange

Nickname: Showtime
Shota Tezuka

Nickname:
Birthday:

Nickname:
Birthday: 10/13/1989

Nickname:
Birthday: 03/10/1998

Birthday: 12/13/1993 Country: Country: USA Country: AUS

Country: JPN Hometown: Hometown: Minooka, IL Hometown: Mildura, Australia

Hometown: Shizuoka, Japan
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Mike Dowdy Parker Siegele Taylor McCullough Erika Lang

Nickname: Dirty Mike Dowdy Nickname: Nickname: T Nickname:

Birthday: 02/01/1994 Birthday: 07/07/1995 Birthday: 07/01/1998 -Pf"' . Birthday: 11/08/1995

Country: USA Country: AUS Country: USA Country: USA

Hometown: Louisville, KY Hometown: Barossa Valley,

South Australia

Hometown: Centralia, IL Hometown: Gilbert, AZ
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Guenther Oka Tony Carroll Chelsea Clark Mary Morgan Howell
Nickname: Nickname: Nickname: Nickname:

Birthday: 07/02/1998 Birthday: 11/18/1988 Birthday: 08/14/1992 Birthday:

Country: USA Country: USA Country: USA Country: USA

Hometown: Cincinatti, OH |  Hometown: Fresno, CA Hometown: Morenci, AZ Hometown
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